
FEDERAL GRANTS TO 
START A BUSINESS 
The myth of “free government money” 
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Slides at: 
 

thegrantdoctors.com 



Does the federal government… 

Provide grants to 
individuals? Yes 

Provide grants to 
small businesses? Yes 

Provide grants to 
start a business? No 
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Source: U.S. Government, grants.gov 



Federal grants by eligible applicant 

6% 

88% 

6% 

July 2005 - April 2015 

Individuals (236) 
Small business (3,259) 
Both* (233) 
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Source: U.S. Government, grants.gov 

* Programs to which both individuals & 
small business were eligible to apply. 



Federal grants for individuals and 
small business by purpose 

9% 

7% 

14% 

70% 

July 2005 - April 2015 

Department/Agency 
Initiative 
Environment/
Conservation 
Head Start/Early Start 

Research/Evaluation 
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Source: U.S. Government, grants.gov 



Federal grants for individuals and 
small business by department 
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Source: U.S. Government, grants.gov 

63% 
15% 

14% 

5% 

3% 

July 2005 - April 2015 

National Institutes of 
Health 
Administration for 
Children and Families 
Other* 

Department of 
Agriculture 
Department of 
Education 

*Federal departments awarding < 100 grants 



The Grant Doctors® | thegrantdoctors.com 7 

Number of federal grants for 
individuals to start a business: 

 

0 
Source: U.S. Government, grants.gov 
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“SBA does NOT 
provide grants for 

starting and 
expanding a 
business.” 

Source: Small Business Administration 



Sources of start-up funding 
• Family and friends 
• Savings and retirement accounts 
• Second mortgage 
• Investor(s) 
• Crowd funding 
• Bank loan 

• Traditional; or 
• Secured by Small Business 
Administration (SBA) 
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About The Grant Doctors® 

• Full-service federal grants consulting firm. 
• $199 million in federal funds secured. 
• $350 million in federal funds managed. 
• Experienced with rural and urban clients: 

•  Local governments of 840 – 3,800,000 population 
•  LEAs with 670 – 58,000 students 
•  Nonprofits from 4 – 500+ employees 

• Contact information 
•  Phone:  202-750-1984 
•  Email:  outreach@thegrantdoctors.com 
•  Web:  thegrantdoctors.com 
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